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July Report

In This Month's Mail
Ballston Spa , N. Y.
July 5, 1953

During the month of July we have had some moving sermons brought by outstanding
men. We are gratefu l to Brother E. R. Harper for his sermon on "The Priesthood of Christ
and Its Significance",
and to Brother
Harold
Thomas for
his inspiring lesso n, "'Ve Plead for Fa ith ."
We are happy to h ave Brother Willeford on the air for his
second series of the n etwork program. Th ere a re some outstanding lesson s ahead on the Bible which s h ould arouse a
great deal of interest throughout
the nation.
Check your rad io lo g for the radio changes an d additions to
the program. It is difficult many times to keep this radio log up
to date with new time or call letters, in addition to the stations
that are added.
We ha ve found r ecen tly th a t quite a few stations are carrying the program on a sustaining basis a nd we do not ha ve
any knowledge of this. If the station over which you listen to
the program is not list ed or the informa tion con cer ning it is
wrong, we would appreciate it if you wou ld notify us.
Flam, are being completed
broadcast in Neosho, Missouri, on
con gregation
is v ery eff iciently
ment in reaching those who are
Christ.

for a very fine origination
the ele ven th of October. This
laying plans for advertisen ot m em bers of the Body of

We are glad to send a free copy of the sermons requested,
but we have found that it runs into a great deal of added expense when mor e than one cop y is requested
by one person
a nd no contribution
is en closed for the cos t of printing. We
are happy to send as many as any person desires, but w e do
need some help on the cost of pr intin g of the sermons. We
would appr eciate your consideration
of this need. Of the many
letters that we receive, the ones that give us as much comfort
and coura ge as anything else are those s ta ting that you are
praying unceasin gly on our behalf. We need your prayers. Do
not fail us in this.
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Dear Mr . Nicho ls :
Wi th a gratef ul heart I am wri tin g these lin es to you .
L ast winter I wrote you, telling how I had been listen ing to
and enjoy in g your wonde r ful se r mons , on my r adio. I asked
God for forgiveness and had been praying tha t I mig ht find a
way to become baptized.
About the la tter part of May the most wond erful thing
happened to me. One Sunday someone rapped at my door and
the man informed me they were from the Churches of Christ
in Schene ctady. I do not be lie ve you can und erstand my great
~urprise and pleasure in re a ll y mee ting someone from t he Church
I h a d been listening t o all win ter .
Th e following Sunday , June 7th, a fam ily belon ging to this
church began taking me to Schenectady
to the morning services and I have been to a Bible study in Albany and today
they took me to both mornin g services and evenin g serv ic es.
Las t Sunday , thank God , I was ba ptized and now belong to the
Church of Christ . I ju st want you to know how mu ch I apprecia te you sendin,g my nam e in to these wonderful ki nd Christian people at 13 Union Str ee t , in Schenect a dy. I also listen to
the "H erald of Truth" , Sund ay afternoon at two o'clock.
I h ave not received your sermon since June 7. I a ppreciate
wha t, you h ave sent me and wo uld be very pleased if you
would continue sending them to me. Could you please send me
the ones I have missed since June 7th?
Thanking you for everythi n g, I am,
Sin cere ly yours ,
Mrs . L. V. W.
(Name on File)
Church of Christ
Portland,
O~egon
The Herald of Tru th
Abilene, Texas
Dear Brethren:
On the 18th of June, one of our visitors to the lady's Bible
class stated her desire to obey the Gospel and b ecom e a mem·
ber of the New T e stamen t Chur ch .
Having h eard the H era ld of Truth
radio broa dc ast, she
lea.med the truth and was baptized into Christ. She said she
h ad been list enin g for some time to your program,
which
mad e h er realize mor e and more that d enomination a l'ism cannot save .
This case is only typi ca l of many in this area. Numbers of
precious souls in this locality are hearing the truth and obeying it through this program.
May God ri chl y bl ess you in h era lding the greates t cause on
earth.
Yours in Christ ,
(S igned, Name on File)
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No chur?h is stronger th a n its pri es thood. If it is wrong
the church is wrong, for around it centers
the power, the
strength,
the value of any r eligion. The priesthood of Christ
~here~ore is_ the very ~ear t aro und whi ch the Christian religion
is built. It is one of if not the most impor tant studies in the New
Testament , for everything
necessary
to our
salvation
is
centered aro und the Pries thood of Christ.
There are vital questions we need to understand
with ref ~rence to ~he Priesthood of the Bible. The firs t is, How many
different priesthoods has God given to man?
The Lord has given three priesthoods
to mankind. All
others are the inventions of man. The first was that known as
th~ Patriarchal
Priesthood.
This for 2,500 years was th e only
priesthood known to man. It was called the Patriarchal
Priesthood because the father officiated.
In Gen. 12: 7 Abraham
erected an a lt ar at Bethe l and called up on the name o4' the Lord
In Gen. 14 : 17 is the account of Melchisedec who is call ed th~
'.'Priest of the Most High God". All these were before the givmg of th e Law of Moses and it was that priestho od under which
men like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob approached God.
To the Gentile world this priesthood
coming of th e priesthood of Christ.
JEWISH

continued

until

the

PRIESTHOOD

~fter 2,500 years und er one priesthood,
God sepa r ated the
ch_ildren of Isr ael from the Gentil e s, giving to them another
priesthood.
This was the Levitical Priestho od. In Numbers 17
is the selection of the tribe of of Levi throu g h Aa ron . Mos es
comm~nded the · ch~ldren of Israel to bring him 12 rods, representmg the 12 tribes of Israel.
,v hen Moses went in to the
Tabern a cle of Witness, the rod of Aaron was budded . In Numbers 18: 1 the Lord conf erred · the prie st hood un on Aa ron a nd
his sons, with this warning in verse 7, "THE STRANGER THAT
COMETH NIGH SHALL BE PUT TO DEATH" .
Thus we see by. this bud ding r od of Aaron's, God had
selected Aaron and his sons as priests in the Jew ish worship .
No ma~ dared tak e th is unto himself who was not of the trib e
of Levi and a descendant
of Aaron, lest he di e. This one
point is significant in this study of the pries thoods of the Bible
Unless God i_nakes you a H IGH PRIEST, to claim that offic~
for yourself is to hav~ the wrath of God met ed out upon you .
No ma~ dare cha nge it, or alter it. This is why a study in
the P:1esthoods of the Bible is of such vita l importance . Ju st
as this brought physica'l death t hen, to viol a te God's plans
or. to assume unlawfully the pl a ce of God's High P ri est today
will mean spiritual death now.
'
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Thi s Levitical pri esthood was also to la st unt il the coming
of the P riesthood
of Chris t. At that tim e bo th J ews and
Gentiles were again to be un it ed und er one pries thood. Under
the se th ey ha ve offered only th e blood of anim a ls . It was for
this reason they had to give way to a ne w and bett er priestho od that man might have his sins forgiven.

1t 4 S'9"i/iea,ue,
By E. R. Harper

PRIESTHOOD

THE
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This brings us to our study of the Priesthood
of Christ
which is the third of the prie sth oods given to m an . This is
sometimes ref erred to as the Melc hised ec Prie s tho od. No such
order exis t s in the New Testament.
It is the P r iesthood of
Christ after the order of Melc hi s edec. Melchisedec
was bo th
"pr iest and King" at the same time, Heb. 7: 1. Ther e is no r ecord where he inherit ed his priesthood from another, nor left
it to a descenda n t. Just so with Chri s t ; he was af t er this order
rather than that of Aaron, for He too was both "pr ie s t and King"
at the same time, Zech. 6: 12. Chr ist did not in herit the office
of priest. Neither will he hand it down to another.
Under the pr iesthood of Chri st He is the only H igh priest,
a nd every Christ ian is a common p riest with no ord ers or ranks
among them . They make up t he royal, sp iritu a l pries thood
spoken of by Peter in 1 Pete r 2 : 5-9. The rea son for th is chan ge
of priesthoods is given in Heb. 7: 11-12, "If
therefo r e PERFECTION were by the Leviti cal priesthood, what further ne ed
was there that AN OTHER PRIEST
shou ld rise after the
order of Melchisedec , and not be called after the order of
Aaron?
For the PRIESTHOOD
BEING CHANGED , there
is made of NECESSITY a change also of the law."
This FOREVER
forbids the Aaronic Pri esthoo d's being
in force during the priesthood of Christ . This NEW PRIESTHOOD is that of Christ and is the LAST ev er to b e given to
man, for it ca n bring PERFECTION,
SALVATION, FORGIVE·
NESS OF SINS to the lost of this earth . Man therefore n eeds
no other.
In this priesthood
all mankind is ag a in brought
together un der one priesthood.
It is the golden age, the SUN
LIGHT DISPENSATION
of God to man. To rejec t the blessin gs offered to man by this priest ho od is to fore ve r be lost,
for Paul says b Heb . 10 : 26, "For if we si n wilfu lly after that
we have rec eived the k n owled ge of the truth , th er e remaineth
NO MORE SACRIFICE FOR SINS."
This sacr ifice made by
Chris t for our sin s is absolutely the very la st. Tha t is why
you MUST UNDERSTAND CORRECTLY how t o obta in these
blessings made possible J-.y Christ, our High Priest.
THE

QUALIFICATIONS

Th e first of our questio ns h as now be en answere d. There
have beeil]. three systems of pri es thood s: the Patri a rc hal , the
Jewish, and the Priesthood of Ch r ist . Our ne xt ques tio n is , What
are the qu a lifications for this New Priesthood ?
To become the High Pri est of God und er t his new system
one had to be "withou t sin" In Heb. 4: 14-15 the writer says;
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"We have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, who was in all points tempted as we are,
yet without sin". There Jives not a man among us who possesses these qualifications.This
is why the churches of Christ do
not have men posing as God's high priests today. None of Us
has ever lived "without sin" and not one of us has ever gone into the "heavens".
Again to qualify as the High Priest under this New Order
one had to "die for the sins of the people". In Heb . 2: 9 we read ,
" he was crowned with glory and honour; that he might taste
death for every man." '·He became obedient unto death, even
the death, of the cross," Phil. 2: 8. Unless I have died on the
Roman Cross for every man, I cannot qualify as the High
Priest of God. No man but the Christ has ever so done, therefore no ma n save the Christ can ever be the Hi gh Pri est of God.
Under the Levitical Priesthood God had only ONE OFFICIA T!NG HIGH PRIEST AT THE TIME. Under this new system he
has only one High Priest, a nd he tells us who he is, CHRIST
JESU8 OUR LORD. This eliminates every man on earth from
qualifying as God's High Priest.
To bec ome the High Priest of God under this new order, one
had to "bear the sins of the people". Peter in 1 Pet. 2: 22-24, says
this of Christ, "Who his own self BARE OUR SINS IN HIS
OWN BODY ON THE TR EE, th at WE, being DEAD TO SINS,
should LIVE UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS."
Such passages are all
you need to prove that no man today can qualify as God's High
Priest. What man among u s has ever died on the tree to bear
our sins in his own body? What man amo ng us poor humans of
this earth would da r e say we have NEVER SINNED and that
no GUILE was ever found in our mouths? These are some of the
re asons why churches of Christ do not claim to have Hi gh
Pri@sts of God on earth. No m an but the Christ h a s ever been
or will ever be able to so qualify and for us to claim such a
high and exalted position on earth would, to us, be taking unto
ourselves a n h ono ur besto wf,d upon Christ alone. We would
have to claim perfection;
to be as good as Christ, if we are to
be God's HIGH PRIESTS in this new order.
Therefore we are mii.de to believe by this study of the Bible
that the qualifications
of the High Priest are so great that all
orders of human earta.Jy priesthoods are forbidden.
THE PURPOSE OF THIS PRIESTHOOD
The proper und erstanding of the purpose of the priesthood
of Christ ., we believe, prohibits any man a mong us from being
a high priest of God. No man today can fulfill the purp ose designed by the Father for the office of High Priest. His purpose
was to become our "sin offering " . In Heb. 5: 26-27 Paul says ,
" For su ch an high priest be came us, who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners, and made hi gher tha n the
heavens, who needed not daily as those high priests (those urtder the law) to OFFER up sacrifices, first for his own sins , and
then for the people's: for this he did ONCE, when he offered
up himself." What man among us can claim to have all his lif e
lived "holy, harmless , undefiled, separate from sinners and exalted higher than the heavens"? What man among us has oft -
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ered himself up for the sins of the people as has the Christ?
Unless we have, we cannot claim to be God's High Priest on
earth.
Another purpose of the High Priest is found in Heb. 2: 17.
"Wher efore in all thing s it behooved him to be made
like unto his brethern, THAT he might be a merciful and
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make RECONCILIATION FOR THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE." Has any
man among us ever done this? Then he is not God's High
Priest.
It reads,

V

,,

Another purpose was to "make intercession for us" "to save
us to the utt ermost" . Heb. 7: 25. Who is able to do this? Only
Christ our High Priest.
The last to which I call your attention concerning the purpose of this priesthood is, he came to "obtain eter ri•al redemption for us". In Heb. 9: 11-12 the writer speaking of Christ says,
"By his own blo od he en tere d in onc e into the holy place,
HAVING OBTAINED ETERNAL REDEMPTION
FOR US."
This sums up the purpGse of God's Hi gh Priest under the
third, the Priesthood of Christ.
This eliminates all men from
the office of High Priest, for not one of us, by our own blood,
has entered int o heaven or can enter to obtain man's eternal
redemption from sin.
HOW LONG IS THIS TO LAST?
Our next question is, How long will Christ's priesthood last?
In Heb. 5: 6 it says; "Thou art a priest forever after the order
of Melchisedec," and in Heb . 7: 24 Paul says , "BUT THIS MAN
(CHRIST) because he CONTINUETH
EVER hath an UNCHANGEABLE PRIESTHOOD."
In Heb. 5: 4 the writer lays
down the ONE argument that forever blights all efforts of man
to create a system of priestcraft
by which men may receive
remission of sins. Paul says, "No man taketh this honour unto
tiimself, but he that is called of God as was Aaron".
Then he said, "So also Christ glorified not himself to be made
an high priest, but he (that is, God) said unto him, Thou art my
Son, today have I begotten thee. "Thou art a priest forever
after the order of Melchisedec."
God made Christ this High
Priest. How long is Christ to be High Priest?
"Forever"
with an "unchangeable
priesthood".
Since God in this new order has only one HIGH PRIEST
AT THE TIME and his office is forever and unchangeable,
I
ask this very pointed question, Whence cometh all the various
orders of PRIESTCRAFT
today, all claiming to be "called of
God as was Aar on"? Friends, Christ would either have to die
or surrender his priestly office before one could serve as High
Priest.
This, the Bible shows, he will never do . For me to
claim, therefore, the office of a H,igh Priest would be to take
unto myself a.n honour that God alone has bestowed upon his
Son Christ Jesus and that forever.

THE
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THE HIGH PRIEST?

I trust the importance of our next question may be pr?perly
evaluated.
Over what is Christ the High Pries t? Here 1s the
danger spot in our religious thinking . In Heb. 10: 21 Pau l says,
"A nd ha vin g an high priest OVER THE HOUSE OF GOD,_ le~
us draw near with a true h ea rt in full assurance
of faith.
Who may draw ne ar in full ass ur ance of faith?
Only
the House of God over which Christ is the High Priest.
P3:ul
says in 1 Tim. 3 : 15 the "house of God is the church of the hv·
ing God." Hence Christ is the '_'high priest. over th~ chur?h." To
enjoy the blessings made possible 1:JY
~~nst, the High Pnest, v:e
must therefore
be in the church, for 1t 1s over the church he sits
and officiates
as God's High Priest.
The bless ings therefo~e
to be enjoyed by God's High Priest are limited only to those Ill
his house, the chur ch.
The High Priest is the one who talks to God fo'. us. _The
prophets talked to us for God , but not so with the High ~nes_t.
He is our spok esman to God. This is why you must be m has
hous e his church. un l ess you can save your self, unless y ou
can b~ sa ve d apart from Chri st, our high priest, our spokesman,
then yon must be in his church where he can spea k for you.
To die out of that church is to di e outside the bl essing s m ade
possible by Christ our High Priest , for said hE:, t hrough_ Paul,
in Eph . 2: 16, we are "reco n ci led un to God by tne cro ss an one
To sh a r e in his blessings you must
body", which is the church.
know where to find Christ, the High Priest . You have found
him now. He is over the church as her high priest.
Whatever
it takes to come into that ch urch, that is what it takes to be
saved, for it is the church that shall be "presented
to Christ"
at his coming, Eph. 5:27.
Th is brin gs to our minds the question,
When did these
bles sings by our High P ries t be come effective? In Heb. 10: 19-20
Paul says, Christ h a d "Boldness to enter into the holie st by
the BLOOD OF CHRIST, by a NEW an d LIVING WAY, which
he hath consecrated
for us through the ve il ,that is to say his
flesh." Th a t is, by his death. Th ere is no doubt ther efo re as to
the time when all of this is to begin. Christ had to die, and
by his blood enter into heaven and present him se lf before the
Father as the "sin offering for the world". It was by thi s He
perfected
a NEW WAY, a LIVING WAY, a way by which
m en cou ld actually r ece iv e remission of sins and hav e the p r omise of a ressurre ction from the d ea d a nd h ope of life eternal.
ERRORS

ELIMINATED

Before we begin the study of "errors eliminated",
th is one
final thou gh t concerning
the priesthood
of Christ.
Pau l says
in H eb. 8: 4, "If he were on e a rth he wou ld not be a priest."
This elim in ates forever any Hi gh Priest und er this third prie _sthood serving as such on earth.
This places his priestly office
in heaven.
His being a king wh il e pri est , Zech. 6 : 12, plac es his
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throne also in heav en. Hen ce He is today both "king a nd priest".
As I said before, this elimina t es all pos sibility of his ever be ini
kin g upon this earth.
From our study th us far we find the following theor ies
a ll ord ers of
which we believe are eliminated:
1. It eliminates
earthly pries t craft. 2. It eliminates the po ssi bili ty of t wo priesthoods existing at the same time, for the priesthood of Aaron had
to give way before Christ cou ld become our high pr iest, Heb.
4: 12.
3. It defeats the common b elief that man is saved out
of th e church, for Chri st is High Prie st over the chur ch. 4. It
des t roys all theor i es tha t place the b eg inning of the church and
remission of sins by the blood of Christ BEFORE the dea t h of
Christ. 5. It shows clearly that salvation
through
Christ the
High Priest had to begin after Chr ist entered into t he holiest
of all ha v ing made reconcili atio n for our sins th rough his
flesh . 6. It ref utes the idea that God has separate pla ns for his
people, for all are brou ght t ogethe r again under one priesthood,
that of Christ, and are reconciled alike unto God by the cross
in one body, t he church. Eph . 2 : 16; Eph . 3 : 6. 7. It re futes the
futur e reign of Christ on eart h, for Zech . 6: 12 d ecla r es Christ
Since he could not be a
would be a "pr iest upon his throne".
priest on earth, Heb. 8: 4, bu t is priest while on h is throne,
it follows as the night the day he can never be king on this
earth. Since he is priest now, i t stands withou t co ntroversy
that he is king now and reigning on David 's throne.
8. It refutes the theory of "sa lvation by faith onl y" bec a use for man
to share in the blessings of the pri esthood of Chr ist he must
be in the church ove r which Christ officiates as God 's high
pries t and for him to enter that church h e must be baptized , 1
Cor. 12:13.
The closing question for our consideration
is , "How did
men in the first century become members of th is ch urch over
which Christ is Hi gh Priest ?" In Acts chapter two, we find
th e answer.
Christ ha s n ow presented
him self before the
Father.
It is Pent ecost.
The apostles are pr eac hi n g. The
people, cut to their hearts, ask Peter and the res t of the apostles,
"Men and b:r:eUie rn, What ·sha ll we do? " Pe tjer ~i ve s a simple
answer, "Repent and be baptized EVERY ONE OF YOU in the
name of J esus Christ for the remiss ion of sins and ye shall
receiv e the gift of the Holy Sp irit."
In verse 41 t hey were
baptized and 3,000 were added . In ve rse 47 "the Lo rd a dded
to the ch urch daily such as shoul d be saved." To what church
were they added? It could have been only one: the church the
Lord built . Mt. 16 : 18. If you will do ju st what they did, it will
m ake you a member of the sam e church. If no t, w hy not? This
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is what churches of Christ believe and preach all over the world .
In that church you will have Christ as your High Priest and
through his precious blood your sins may be forgiven.
You
should study therefore to know the truth of this subject, for
your soul is too precious to be lost. Let no man cause you to
believe that the TRADITIONS of the church or MODERN reV1e0
lations are better or just as good as the precious book the
Bible. They all want us to believe they accept the Bible as a
''revelation
from God". If it is, then traditions,
modern revelations, must not contradict this admitted revelation from God.
If so, this is a false revelation
or the others are false and
the invention of the minds of men. Revelations from God must
not conflict.
Study this precious old book, the Bible; believe
her sacred pages; abide by her instructions;
and the word of
the Lord will safely anchor you on the other side where your
High Priest, Christ the Lord, will be waiting for you, IF you
are in his house over which he officiates as your high priest .

By Harold

July 12, 1953

Thomas

When John the Apostle wrote the gospel that bears his
name he had a purpose, and God had a purpose in its writing.
It was written to be read and to create in its re a de rs and those
who heard it faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God.

..

"Many other
in this book ...
that Jesus is the
may have life in

signs truly
but these
Christ, the
his name".

did Jesus ... that are not written
a re written th at you might believe
Son of God, and that believing you
John 20:30-31.

Luke h a d a purpos e wh en he wrote the third book of our
New Testament.
He wrote that his friend , TheophiluH, might
know the truth concerning the things of which he had been instructed. Luke 1: 4.
It is clearly true that the whole of our New Tesfament
the gospels and Acts and the lett ers - were written to create
and renew faith.

And it must be the aim of all true preaching to renew and
strengthen the faith in God and in Jesus Christ his Son.
Much preaching has failed to build and strengthen
That is clear from the facts that are obvious to us all.

faith.

There has never been a time in America when so many of
its people were being reached by the message of the churches.
There are the multitudes
of those who preach in its pulpits
and there are those whose audiences are multiplied thousands
of times by the means of radio, television and the press.
And yet sin and sadness are abroad in the land as never
before. The ratio of divorce mounts steadily above figures that
have seemed impossible.
A great many marriages
end in
divorce. An evil going hand in hand with divorce and resulting
in part from it is the mounting, appalling juvenile delinquency,
not to speak of other crime . Mental institutions
of which there
are more than ever before, are hopelessly overcrowded and inadequate to accommodate the people who need their care.
Drunkenness is so commonplace that few regard it as a sin.
Addiction to narcotics has developed to such proportions as to
scandalize our people. And, accustomed as we are to corruption, we have been shocked in recent years by the prevalence
of it in the highest levels of political office and responsibility.
Our country, that we havce wanted to call a Christian country,
is far from being Christian.
Page
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WE

PLEAD

FOR

FAITH

Why is this? Is Christianity
a failure?
Does it have no
power to cleanse the hearts and lives of men? What is wrong?
No, my friends,
ed-down substitutes
ing.

has not failed, but our waterChristianity
for Christianity
hav ,e failed and are fail-

Try to stand off at a distance if you can in your imagination and look at what is the representation
of Christianity
to
the world. What do you see and hear?
In the first place, you see over three hundred
different
varieties
of professed
Christians.
And you hear not a harmonious chorus of voices from these many , many variations
of
religious beliefs but a discordant
swelling
of contradictory
messages. It is bedlam. It is Babel!
Is it any wonder that such persons taking such a view of
the picture should be disappointed,
confused or disgusted?
Many
have been - multitudes have been.
And a look within these many religions reveals that not
only is this disappointment,
confusion
and disgust in those
people who have refused to have anything to do with Christianity, but many, many of those whose names are on the rolls of
the various bodies are also afflicted. And it is because of such
confusion, disappointment
and disgust of professed
Christians
that worldliness
and wickedness
mount in their lives. And this
worldliness
and wickedness
burdens
Christianity
with
the
stigma of hyprocrisy.
It is a vicious cycle and it grows more
and more vicious.
What is the basic failure? It is that people have turned
away from plain, pure and primitive
Christianity
to various
combinations
of that Christianity
with the doctrines and traditions of men. These hybrid religions have lost their vital force.
"The sons of God have married the daughters
of men".
In other words, for various reasons great numbers of professed Christians are not people who have been compelled by
their personal need of Christ or faith in Him to obey Him .
They have accepted a formal relationship
to some movement
that has adopted some of His teachings.
Our Bibles were written that men might have faith - and
having faith in Jesus Christ as the son of God, they might be
saved. But these many people have not read their Bibles nor
have they heard the entire Bible message - only extracts from
that message, and so they do not truly know Jesus the Christ.
I have been told the story of an oil driller who moved from
Pennsylvania
to Texas to work in the oil fields. He used his experience arni knowledge and leased up land and drilled for oil.
He found it and became rich. Then with his riches he wanted
so he decided to join a
a larger measure of respE,ctability,
church. He approached
one denomination
and was welcomed.
"But we'IJ have to ask you a question,"
said. "Where was Jesus born?"

their representative

WE

PLEAD

FOR

"Philadelphia,"

Page

FAITH

the former

Pennsylvanian

He was rejected and he approached
Its preacher asked the same question.
"Pittsburg,"

was the confident

replied.

another

second
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denomination.

guess.

But he was wrong and again he was rejected. He tried again with a third denomination
and was taken without a question.
"But",
tion."
"What
"Where
quired.

he said to the preacher,
is it?" the preacher
was Jesus

The preacher

born?"

"I want

to ask you a ques-

asked.
the

newly-accepted

in-

said, "In Bethlehem."

"I knew it was some town in P•e nnsylvania,"
"but I couldn't think which one it was."
I don't tell
could be close
churches. And
not become a
living.

member

the man said,

that as a true story but I tell it as one that
to the experience
of many members
of many
where it is close to their experience Jesus does
dynamic force to them for righteous
or godly

One eminent churchman
puts it this way: "Something
inside the churches is wrong, and one aspect of that wrong is
obvious:
millions
of our church
members
are second-hand
Christians.
Their Christianity
is formal not vital; they have
inherited it from their families, borrowed it from their friends,
taken it over like the cut of their clothes from the fashion of
their group ... They are Christians by hearsay rather than by
vital
inward
apprehension
and insight."
(Harry
Emerson
Fosdick in Faith for Tough Times.)
Another

in the foreward of his book, Early Christians
of
s t ates it this way: "Millions of Christians live
in a sentimental
haze of vague piety, with soft organ music
trembling in the lovely light from stained glass windows. Their
religion is a thing of pleasant
emotional
quivers,
divorced
from the in t ellect and demanding little except lip service to a
few harmless
platitudes."
the 21st Century,

In an early chapter the same author says, "The impressive
statistics of church membership should deceive no one ... Even
if the figures were all accurate, they would mean little. Many
only at Christmas and
church members never go to church-or
Easter. Many who do go to church or say an occasional
private
prayer are indulging in empty routine ...
In many churches
the quali ty of Christianity
has declined until there is little left
save the golden rule, a few social injuctions
and vague aspir:,,tions toward a well-integrated
personality."
(This author is
Chad Walsh)
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YOU MAY HEAR TH,_.HERALn or TRUTH OVER THESE STATIONS-------
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. . . .. .. . '\\' .f·AM
Mobile
.... ....
WALA
l\l o utgomery
. .. WAl' X
Scottsboro
... ... 1VCRI
Selma
. ......
.. WGWC
'l' alladega
WH'fB
'l'My
.....
. .....
W'l'tl'l'
'l'us cato os•a
..... W J 1{.U

630
1450
1230
61 0
Ia 40
1400
1350
1400
970
1490

rnto

1410
1600
1050
1340
1240
1490
1150

4 :30
1 : 00
1:00
8:00
8:0 0
8 : 00
1:00
4:00
1:00
7:30
9: HO

9:30
1:00
4:30
1 : 30
1: 30
1:00
9:00

p.m.
p.rn.
p.m.
a.Jn.
p. m .
a.m.
p.m .
p .,m.
p .m .
a.m.
a .m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.rn.
p.m .
p. m .
p. m .
p.m .

ARIZONA1230
Bisbee
. . . . . . . . J{SUN
Cl ifton
. . . . . . . . J{CLF
1400
flrugstaff
. . . . J( CLS
1340
Kingma n
. . . . l(GAN
92 0
l'hoenJx
. . . . . .... hOY
550
Tues-on
. ... ..... hCN A
580

ARKANSAS-

t:Wo ra d o
..
Forrest
City
}"t . Srnitlt
Hot Sp r ings
L ittle
Ro ck
McGe h ee
liJiring ilfl ie

1:00
3:00
7: 30
1:00
7:00
3 : 00

... .. Kl ) !llS
. . . KXJI{
. . . . l {FSA
l{WF C
..... J(U H I
l(VSA
.... . KJHtS

12!10
950
!)50
1340
12,, 0
1220
1340

1 :00
9:00
1 : 00
8:30
1: 00
9:0 0
6 :0 0

.Ka kersfieltl
. ... l{PJIIC
Bl yt he
.........
I{YOR
R rawley
. . . . . . J{ROP
!•:v re ka
... . ... . . JU .Kl\l
.Fresno
........
. J(A RM
lndi o ... .. ......
JU{EO
L os Angeles
.. . . IO~CA
l'ortersrvilw
..... K'L'IP
S an
}"r ancisco .... l{UO
', an Luis Obi spo l(A'l'Y

1560
1450
1300
14S0
1430
1400

10:00
3 : 30
12:30
8 :00
:l:30
3:30

CALIFORNIA-

p.m.
p.m.

a.in.

p.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m .
a.m.
p .m.
p .m.
p.m .
a.m.
p.m .

1340

a.m.
p.,.1n.
JJ.m.
a.m.
p .m .
p.m .
3:30 p.m.
3: 30 p.rn .
3: 30 p .1n.
3: 30 p. m .

1230
630

5 : 30 p.m .
3:00 p. m.

7!!0

1450

810

C OLORADOCra ig
Jlenver

.. . .....
......

. .. l( RA I
. . . ]( V OH

C ONNECTICUTBr idgeport
'l f>rt f, 0 1· <1

...•••

D E LAWARE

-

Wilm in g ton

. ..

WNAB
'1\1 rl'l- l'l'

1450
1230

5:30 p.m.
1:00 p .m .

WILJ\I

1450

1:00 p.m.

FLOR ID A-

th, i n es vil le .. . .. ,vo.GG
.la c/.son v ille
... 1VPU Q
. .... . '\VJ,BE
Lees b urg
Miami
..... . . . W QAM
Pana1nn
City
.. 1.YYCF
Pensaoo l a . . . . W EA R
Sanf o r d . . . . . . '\V'l'RR
. . W'J'NT
Ta llaha ssee
'''ammt-S t . l'ete
WS UN

1230
GOO
790
560
1400
1230
1400
1450
620

1:00 p.m.
5: 30 11.m.
1 : 00 P:.m.
1:00 p ..'m.
1,no p .m .
3:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
·5 : 00 p .m .
1 : 00 p.m.

GEORGI AAtl:rnta
........
W GS'f
A u gnsta
.. .. . .. 1'VGAC
Brunswic k
... . .. WHIG
Cniro
..... . .. WUR A
Ca rt ersville
.. .. WJUU'
Col umb u!> .... .. 1'VGBA
Hawson
......
1\' D'WD
~racon
..... . . . W Nl'.X
Horn e
... .. . ... WLAQ
Sa~·an n a h
..... ,v nAR
V aJ ~nsta
..... . 1\' GAF

1: 00 p .m .
5SO 2:00 p , m.
1:00 pm,
1440
moo 3:00 p .rn .
10:00 a.m.
I4ii0
7:~0 a. m.
1460
2 : 00 p .m .
900
1:
110 p,m.
14110
1 : 00 p.m.
G70
1 : 00 p.m.
1400
1:00 p,.m .
~10
920

IDAHOno i se
. .......
. . I{GF.JI I
P,ocate ll o .....
. J(WII{

1140
1440

:1:00 p .m .
9:30 a.m.

ILL INOISCll i cago

Moline
Q u i11cy

WQUA
.. . .. .. . WGEJ\1

-WLS

890

2: 30 p .m.

970
1290
1240

9:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m .

Knoxville
l\IemJJhis
l\Ionistown
.Nnst1ville

1460

9:30 a.m.

TE X AS-

1230
1400
ijJiO

1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
3 ,00 p,.m.

7:00 a.m.
b :00 a.m.

1240
1370
1330
1250

1:30
1 : 00
1: 30
1:00

MO
1460

1540

7: ~0 a.m.
6: 00 p.m,
p.m .
8 : 30 p.m.

690
1370

2:00 p.m.
1: 30 p.m.

1590
1250
1410

1: 00 p,'lll,i,
3:30 P .•m.

Bowling
Green
KWC'f
L 'l ui s--.·ill e
... . . . ,v1 c1io
Jlfa,yfield
.... . . WI{Tllf
l'n•l:.rnn'•
.... .. . 1VJ(YB

930
1080
1050
570

1 :0 0
1 : 00
4: 15
1:30

LOUISIANA-

fi Asheville
. . . . . . WLOS
1380
l,l Cl1arlotte
... ... WAYS
610
.u u.rllam
. . .....
. W'l'Il(
1310
}"ayetteville
(Sat)
f,
WFLB
1490
-.• Salishury
... .. . WSA'l'
1280
1340
Wilmi ngton
.... WUNI
Ul40
w ;nston-S a le m
. ,V Ailt
1340
1 :00 p .m .
910
NORTH
DAKOTAIJ:00 a.m.
1450
.F argo
... ... . . .. liFl~O
7!10
G rand
Forks
. . KIL O 1060
1300 3:00 p .m.
OHIO8:00
a.m
.
1230
Cle ,e land
.......
'\VJ1 V
850
Co l nmhus
. . ... WI' '(C
610
12GO 1: 00 p .m.
E
as
t
Liverpoo
l
.
WOHi
1490
1:0
11
p.m
.
H90
11 , Q
J
,hnn
..
......
.
.
1'
Y
l
]\f
A
6RO 1 : 00 p .rn .
Toledo
W '.r OL 1230
2:00 p.m.
1270
You ngs town
WBB1'V
1240
1 :00 p.m .
1440

INDIANAAncterson
. . .. . . W HJ:lU
J:llo·om in gto n
... W 'l" l 'S
.Evansville
.. .. .. W,J PS
.... . . WUL
}'t . Wayne

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

IOWACedar
R a pids
. .. W ~Pr
De ,s Moine
J{SO
Sioux
Cit y . . . ... l (SC,I
Waterloo
. . . . . J{XEL

1:rno 10: 30

KA NSAS Co ffeyville
. . . . KGG}'
D od g e Cit y
WGNO
Great
Ben d, Kans.
RGVB
'.l'opeka
.... . ... WRJ,;N
Wie .J>ita
. . ... . . l{WllB

KENTUCKY-

910
1440
1240
1280

ll aton Rouge
. . 1'VLCS
... . .. .. KMLB
1'!m,roe
N ew Ihcria
... . KANE
N ew Or l eans
. .. '\VlJSU
IS'1reve uor t
... . . lU UUll

M AINE.Bangor

........

Pn r 'lan <1

MARYLAND

. W AH i
. ... 1Vl'Olt

-

Jl nl t.im or e

.....

Cinn})f\l+on(1

1VFRB

. ·, ,v ny]

MASSACHUSET

(

TS-

Boston - . . . . . . . . 1'VYAB
Uar1111ei·
..... .. WHOB
. .... 1VJ,A ,v
J ,awre: •0 e
Spring field
.. .. . WSP R
1Vorc e ste r
. . . WAAB

MICH IG A N-

1:00 p.m.

p. m.
p.m.

P,m .
p.m.

... J('l'OE
Pa ul . W 'l'CN

1420
1280

2:00 p.m .
7: 30 a.m.

MISS l ~S IPP I-

Laurel

.. . . .. "\V .K O Z

.. ....

i\lt •f' '" ."Yth

Meridian

MISSOUR
' 1

Rne

.. . W LAU

.....

• . ,v~1

......

, --.1

W'J'Ol{

NEW

Kansas
City
l'optar
ll luH ... I, W oc
H oll a
.........
. . Jt'l"l'E
St. J ,o•,is .... . .. KXOK
Sprin~field
.... KWTO

NEW

p.m.
p.111.
!>,In.
!).Ill

.

p.m.

YORK-

Albany
WROW
.New York
..... W AH C
Olean
. . . . . . . . WHDL
Poughkeeps ie
WKIP
Roches t er
. . . . W ARC
Lake
.. 1VEA V
Saranac
Syracuse
. .. , . WAGE

NORTH

CAROLI

850
770
1450
1450
950
U(i6

620

2:00 p.m.

I t ::,~ p. 111•
1:00
1:00
9:30
i :o o
12:00

p.m.
p. m.
a.m.
p.m .
p.m.

N A1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
~:00 p.m.
1:00
1: 00
8 : 30
1 :0 0

Pvo1 ,o
Sa l t Lake

OREGON~:ugeue
.... .. ... l(ASl'C
l\Iedf0rd
. . . . . . J{llfED
Portland
. . . . . . . J(EX
Redmon ~ . . .... . ](. 1 IJ.N
T he D all e s ... .. KODL

Ab erd een
.... . . I{J:lKW
Omak
. .. .. .... K O MW
Paseo
..... . .. . Kl' J( W
Seat tle
. . . . . . . . . . l{VI
SJ)okano
. . .. . .. . I(GA

p. m.
p.m .

1230
1460
560
12fi0
1450
98 0

1:00
7 : 30
2:00
3: 00
9:00
5:00

p.m.
a. m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m .
p.m.

1420

1:00 p.m.

LVA NIA -

1340
14110
]9~1)

J :110 1>.ml.

i RH~DE

1450

1 :00 p.m,

Prov id ence

960
810

s::rn p.m.

1:00 Ji.m ,
1400
Columbia
. . . ... '\VCOS
070 10: :10 a. m.
.. . . . . . , v.1 •fX
J"lorenc e
O rang eburg
. . . ,vn1x
1450
7:00 a. m.
1:00 p .m.
Sumter
. . . . . . . . '\VSS C 124 0

9GO
930

12: 30 p.m.
930 c heck s t a.
14»0

G30
560

S : 45 a.in .

9:15 p.m.
1:00 p,:m •.
8 :00
8:00
8 :00
8:00

Li n co ln

10:30 a.m.

1240

a.m .
a.m .
,a.m.
nm .

SOUTH

ISLAND-;
. .. .. WI JB

CAROL INA -

DAKOTA-

Aher<lee n
......
J{SllN
Huron
... .... . .. I UJV

fi30
1340

10:30 a.m .
9:00 a.m.

TEN N E SSEE. . WAPA
1150
1:00 p.m.
Chattanooga
Jiackson
.......
. WT .TS 139 0
1: 00 11.m .
Johnson
City
WETB
790
6:15 p.m.
All

WASHINGTON,

'l'imes

Are

p.m.
p .m .
p.m .
p.'m.
p .rn .
p.m.
p,m .
a .m.
p.m.
p.m .
p.m.
a.m,
p.m.
p.m.
p.m,
p.m ,.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

3: 00 p.m.

1490
5 70

7:30 a.m .
1 :00 p.m.
1:00 p ·..m .
1:00 p.m.

1230 12 : 30 . p.m .
2 :0 0 p.m .
1010
6:'30 p.rn.
1310
1 :30 p.m.
910
5 : 00 p.m.
1400

WEST

H: 00 p.m .
~:15 a .m .
3:30 JJ. m.
3: 30 p.m.
3 :30 p,m.

145 0
600
1340
570
1510

D.C.WJIIAL

1:00

6~0

p·.m.

V I RGINIA-

J:leckley
. .. .. .. W wN'R
Hunting t o n
. . . . 1'VH'l' N
.Par k ersh u rg
(Sa{~ ' COM
Whe elin g
. . ... W KW K

a.rn .
p .rn.

7 : 30
S:30
3:30
1:30

1:00
1 : 00
2:00
1:00
HIIU
l :00
4:30
1300
H: 30
1380
9 :00
1440
3 :00
690
1:00
5 70
4:30
1330
8:00
1320
1:00
1R70
4:00
1340
1 : 30
550
1:00
1230
14110 4:00
1150 12:45
1:00
960
1:00
1230
2:00
990

H70
1440
1490
560

WASHINGTON-

1: 00 p.rn.

1440
1190
1240
1230

»~o

VIRGINA-

1:00 JI.Ill .
1:00 p .m .

1:on p .m.

KCSU
. KUTA

·-~

1: 30 p,m.
9: 30 p.m.
9:00 p.m.
4 : Uli p.m .

1240
560
1406

T-

Frede1·icksburg
1VFV A
Mari on
. . .... . . W m EV
N or fo rk
. . . . . . WGH
Richmond
. . . . 1'VRNL
So utll
Bo ston
. WHLF

1:00 p.m.
1 : 00 p .m .
1:00 p.m.
O· OO o.m .
12:30 p.m.
8 : 30 a.m.

740

··-- ----

. . 1\' 'l'SA
14,50
Brattleboro
Bur lin gton
..... 1VJO Y 1230
Jlion tpeF er-Rar re
ws1n 1240

a.,n.
p.m.

moo

City

VERMON

p,rn.

2 : 0Q p .m.
9:30 a.m .
2:00 p .lll .

.......

WRIR
WHBQ
WCRK
WSIX

UTAH-

1:00 p.m •
1: 00 p .m •

1230
1390
1400
1490
1000

Ada
............
J(i\ JI A
Enid
. . . . . .. . . . nCRC
Jl'IeA le.ster
.. . ... K'J'M C
ftlus ko gee
.. .. ... K.IHX
Uklah ·oma City
. K'J' O l{
. .. .. ... .. JOtftlH
'J'11lsn

-··-·--. .....
....

A b! l e ne
......
. . IUtnc
Amariilo
.... . .. I{} 'DA
Austill
.......
. }{NOW
Be a umont
. . ... l{FDJ\1
Hig
Sp ri ng
... . .Kl! S'I'
Brownfield
. . . K'l'FY
B rownwood
... l{B,VD
Cor p u s Chr i sti
. KEYS
EI Paso
. . . . . . KEPO
}'t . Wort h .. . .. WllAl'
Graham
..... . . KSWA
Houston
. . .. .. . . l{ XYZ
l ,o,u gvlew
.... . . KFHO
. . . . . . KFYO
Lu:1bock
J\'litHa n d
.... . ... l{ CRS
Nac ogdoruie s
.. . KOSF
i-'ar..~ . .. . ... . ... J\1-' 1 / L'
Quanah
KOLJ
i,ia.n Angelo
.... K HK L
Texarknnn
.... l(Cll l C
Wi r h ita Fa lls .. IO'HX

p .m .

Johnstow n
. . . WCRO
Lemoyne
. . . . WC JU B
Philadelphia
. . WFTL
~ .Pittsbu rg
... . .. WCAE
St at e College
.. WlllAJ
, vilkes -Jlar re
.. WILK

Bo z eman
....
l{XLQ
145•0
1400
Great
Fall s .. l{ XLK
Helena
. .. ... . l{XJ ..T 1240
]fifi:S OU ] a
... . . .
KXLL
1450
. KFOlt

3:00
1:30
I :00
3:00
3 :00

p.m.
a . m.
p.m .'
p.m.
p . m.
1:0 0 p. m .
8:30 p.m.

-

.......

MEXICO-

A lbu q uerque
.. . KOA'f
1450
Carl sbad
KPBM
740
Ulovis
.. .... . ... 1,CL V 124-0
L os Alamos
.... KRSN
1490
S anta
F e ... ... RTltC
HOU

SOUTH
. J(V V S
. .. KCMO

MONTANA

HAMPSHIRE-

1 :00
S:00
6 :00
1 :00
2:00

1400
lf,SU

1~40

I-

Hh "H ·ii ea u

KENO

Claremont
.... W 'l'SV
Lebanon
.. .... W"fSL
. . . WJIIUR
Ma n .,Jiester

PENNSY

Booneville
. . . . . WPIP
Cent.er v iH e
..... , VH.i ,C
Columl'i 1s
. . . . .. 1vrn1
Greenwood
. . . W ABG
,Jacks on
. .... . . .. WSLI

v O'-Pirtsko

NEW

....

OKLAHOMA-

'.

MI N NESO T A Jlfa .nlw t o
llfinn .. st.

NEVADALa,<; Vegas

1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
1:00 p.rn.
1: 00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

1 :OO p.m .
Ha ttie Creek
... '\\ 'EL T, 1400
1:00 p. m .
J<ay cur
. .. . .. wncM
1440
l :0 0 p.m,.
Detroi:t
. . . ..... WXYZ
1270
F lint
. . . . . . . . W 'l'AC
600 10:30 p.m .
I, ansi ng
... ... .. WILS
rn20
1 : 00 P .•m.
1:00 p.m.
1450
Ludi ngto n
1VJO,A
2:00 p.m.
lilt.
Pleasa nt . ,v:cEN
1150
2:00 p.m.
M11s1<:
cgon
..... WhllZ
8,0

NEBRASKA-

WENR

N . Platt
.......
KNBR
Omaha
. ..... ... KOIL
Sidney
. . . . . . . . . KSID

1230
1440

WISCONSIN

1:30 p .m.
8: 00 a. m.

620
800
12 ~ 0
1400

5:30 p.m .
1:00 p, ·m,

-

5:SO p.m.
Green
Bay
. . . . ,vnuz 1400
580 10 :00 r,.m.
LaCros. ~e
. . . . 1Vl{'fY
8:00
a.m .
.l\lfJ.(tiSOl1
•••••••.
1VJ BA rn~o
12r,~1 2:00 1i.m .
J\lilwn ,'1kee
. . . . W'CAN
8:
00
1t.
m,
Neenah
.......
W NA JII 1280
9:30 a.m.
was a u
. . . ......
WSA U 1400

WYOMING

-

Ca sper
. . . . . . . . KSPR
Cheyenne
. . . . KFBC
1'·odv
.... .. .... . l{ODI
La r am ie
. . . . KOWB
Ha. wli ns
. . . ... .. h lt AL
. ......
J(WRL
HiYerton
'l'o rriugto u
. .... ](HOS
Wo r land
.... . .. KWOR

ll:15
12:00
12 : 00
12: 00
12: 00

1470
710
H OO
1340
1240
14511
14110

p.m.
p . m.
p.m .
p .m;

p .rn.

149 0

12:00 p .m.
U:00 p .m .
12:00 p.m.

Ju neau
( Sat.)
.. K J NO
Ketc.hi k a n
. .. . KA BI

6tl0
58 0

1:0 0 p .m .
9:00 a.m.

'.rornnt o, O ut . . .CKF,Y
Winnipe g , ll1n n.
. Cl{Y

580
580

9:15 a.m .
6:00 p.m.

ALASKA

-

CANADA-

Sunday

BERMUDAPemln

oke

Un l ess

.....
Otherwise

1:30 p.m.

Z EM
IndMated

.

Page

f8'

WE

PLEAD

FOR FAITfil

We are pleading for a return of plain, pure, primitive Christianity - ta a Christianity
that sprang out of faith in Jesus.
Christ. We · are pleading for fa:ith in Jes:us , Christ as the Son, of
God - personal faith that derives from a p,ersonal, prayerful.
study of the primary sources of our religious knowledge . Do
not depend on hearaay. Do not dependl o.:rrtraditions. Go to your
:Bible. Sea rch it . Read for yourselL
Acts the seventeenth
chapter tells us of Paul's work in
Bereai. And this is the word that is sai d of the BeFe-dns - that
they searched the scriptures to see whetheF or not tl1e things
preached by Paul were true.
That is our appeal ta you. We m,k yon to search the scriptures. This must be the only valid basis of faith. "Faith comes
by hearing the word of God." Romans 10': 17.
This faith in the word of God alone for which we . are plead fng must be the foundati.on for anythrng that we would impress
upon you . It is because of such faith that we insist on what the
Bible alone teaches about baptism, the Lord 's Supper, and plain
New Testament
worship.
"Without faith it is impossible to please God" (Hebrews
11:6) and "Whatsoever
is not of faith is sin " (Romans 14:23) .
Anything we do in the area of religion should be done in con fidence and assurance
that such is the wil1 of God. No man
should go through any rite with the idea that it has no validity
or significiance.
In such a case, his acts would be "sounding
brass and clanging cymbals." It is just the prevalence of such
practice that has brought much religion to the tastelessness,
ft has for men. "The sart has lost its savor."
Emil Brunner in his book, The Divine-Human
Encounter,
which is a study of the meaning of faith, said that the baptizing
of infants is the scandal of modern Christianity
because it violates the essential nature of faith by which men can make a
due and fitting response to God.
Any act which claims to be religious and is less than the
knowing, willing response to God's being and will and His
"g race in kindness in Jesus Chris t" would to us be sacrilege.
It was jus t such mockery of real religion which Jesus most
despised and on which he heaped his most violent words. He
exposed in its true colors the selfishness
of many who gave
alms, the pride of many who prayed, the desire of the teachers
for the chief se at s in the synagogues and for the titres of honor
the people would give them . And he revealed
that humble
thoughts of God were sadly lacking in them.

And Jesus had a strong rebuke for those who exalted
hum an traditions
and despised di vine commands. "In vain do
you worship me, teaching for doctrine the commandments
of
men" (Matt. 15: 9). This is violating faith. Men cannot in
faith exalt hum an traditions. Men cannot in faith disobey or neglect God's commands. And you w h o will read your Bibles and
search for yourselves concerning Jesus Christ and his will for
men will quickly see tha t men have multiplied
unscriptural

WE PLEAD FO'R FATTR

practices and institutions
and set aside
New Testament
Chiristianity.

the simple

pattern

of

You see, s'ince .resus is truly the 'S,on of Go-d, since he is
rreally the one by whom God and God' s wlll have been revealed,
we should IJSlen to what He said and obey Him.
And since He d'id choose Apostles to relay His instruction
and guidance, and the Holy Spirit empowered them to speak
:and directed them in their actiorrs, we should llsten to what
they said and obey their words . In such a case their words are
His words, and their example and the example of the churches
tthey led demonstrate
His will. We believe in their words and
obey their commands because they speak for Him and we follow Him because He is the Son of Gofi.
Actually there are many who have done just what we ple a d
with you to do. They have refused any longer to let human
opinions and traditions
chart their religious course and have
turned to their Bibles to find the wm of God in Christ. They
have believed in the only Son of God. They have confessed
their faith. They have turned from their sins and have been
baptized for. the forgiveness of their sins in His name. They
ihave deterrnmed to follow Him in their daily living and to be
governed by the New Testament
which He sealed with His
blood in _al~their religious life and practice. They are Christians
and Christians only. They are members of His church - and
o~ly of that church to which God adds men who truly believe iu
His Sou and who obey Him from their hearts.

IN'FANT

SINNERS

Page

21

the practice of sprinkling
water upon babi es . T h e Lord says
we are to baptize believers,
(Mark 16: 16). The doctrine that
infants are sinners contradicts
the Bibl e, and le a ds to an un scriptural
practice among religious people. Thus the the or y is
wrong and should be discarded.
By James

July 19, 1953

D. Willeford

A few years ago a preacher stood in his pulpit in a little
town of East Texas and said t o an American audience, "There
are in fa nts lo s t not a s-pan long ." It is needless to say that
some of the people in that audience rejected the preacher's
assertion for they could not believe it .
This case brings before us a doctrine that is prevalent in
many denomin a tions . One Catechism says, quote, "From Adam
a ll m en inh er it ori gin a l sin" . In the book, "Father
Smith Instruc t s Jackson", Mr. John F. Noll says, "Our souls, being deprived of the supernatural
beauty of grace, are not in condition to ente r a state of supern atural glory - not even the
soul of a little child who has no personal sin , but has inherited
origin a l s in." The Augsburg Confession of Faith says, "since
the fall of Adam, all m en .. . are born sinners" (unquote) . These
quot at ions are given to state the case fairly of those who bellieve th at infants are born under the guilt of sin.
We be1ieve the word of God teaches no such doctrine. It may
be the belief of some that little children are burd ened with the
gu ilt of Adam's sin, but we cannot accept it as a true belief for
the Bible says faith co mes by hearin g the Word of God, (Rom.
10: 17). God's word does not teach that infants are born sinners.
It is im possible for sin to be inherit ed, for sin is the trangression of God's law. Sin is the act of viol a ting God's will, and
the act of' one m an cannot be inherited by another. If a man
commi ts a sin his children may suffer the consequences
of his
act , bu t they do not suffer the guilt of it.
In I John 3: 4 the Lord says, "Whosoever
committeth
sin
transgr es seth also the law; for sin is the transgression
of the
law ." In what way has an infant transgressed
the law of God?
Since sin is the transgression
of law, a person is never guilty
until he commits an act of transgression . Sin is not inherited
for it is something a person does of his own choice. The Lord
h olds us responsible
for what we do for he says everyone of
us shall give an account of himself unto God, (Romans 14:12).
The Bible clearly teaches that sin is committed;
not inherited.
The whole question of sin should be restudied by the religi ous world. When we take the Bible defiRition of sin, and we
learn what it is, we cannot believe it is inherited.
The Lord
says a person sins after he is drawn away of his own lust, and
that s in brin gs forth death, (Jas. 1: 13, 14). Many religious
creeds h a ve reversed
the Lord's order. They have us born
dead in s in beca use of what Adam did. But the Bible says sin is
committed after a p erson is drawn away by his own lust and
that death follows sin.

Upon the idea that

we inherit
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sin from Adam

has grown

Spiritual corruption at birth is imposs ible for we receiv e d
our spirit from God. Paul said , "We have had fathers of our
flesh which correc te d us, and we ga ve them reverence;
sh all
we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits
and live?", (Heb. 12: 9). The Old Tes ta ment prophet said God
"formeth the spirit of man within him," (Zech 12: 1). Solomon
said, the spirit will return to God who gave it, (E cc l. 12 : 7).
Since the spirit came from God and not Adam it could not be
sinful at birth. It does not partake of Adam's nature. Our body
came by the natural law of the flesh and is subject to death
since death resulted from Adam's sin, but the spirit came fr om
God and is subject to sin only after we yield to it,(Rom. 6:13) .
If we inherit Adam's sin why do we not inherit the sins of
all our foreparents?
We descended from them the same as we
did from Adam. Can you imag ine a God who would lay upon
the soul of a little child the actual guilt of all its ancestors?
That is no more objectionable
than the thought that God holds
a child guilty of Adam's sin. In Ezekiel 18 the Lord s aid , "Wh at
mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel,
saying, the fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's
teeth are set on edge'! As I live, saith the Lord God, ye shall not
have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel. Behold,
all souls are mine; as the soul of the father , so also the soul is
the son of mine : the soul that sinneth, it shall die .•. The son
shall not hear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father
bear the iniquity of the son, (Ezek.18:2-4, 20) .
The Bible sa:ys the soul that sins shall die, and the son '
shall not bear the iniquity of the father. It also says that if the
wicked will turn from the sins he has committed he shall live. It
does not say that if the wicked shall turn from the sins he inherited at birth he shall live. But he must turn from the sins
he committed.
We can rest assurBd that little children are not sinful at
birth for Christ said to his disciples, "Except ye be converted,
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the king dom of heaven," (Matt. 18: 3). Jesus says we must be changed
into the likeness of children. If the little child is a sinner, then
the converted man is a sinner. When a man is converted, he is
redeemed by the blood of Christ, and his sins are forgiven,
(Col. 1: 14). But he is no better than an innocent child. Christ
says, "Of such is the kingdom of heaven." Would Jesus say the
kingdom of heaven is made up of people who are like children
if infants are born sinners?
The Lord drew children to his
bosom and blessed them, and he forever refutes the idea that
they were born sinners.
We can be sure that infants are not sinners for God did not
give a plan for saving them. If they were lost God would have
given a plan for saving them. In Matthew 28 and Mark 16,
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Christ commanded the apostles to teach aU nations . and ' to , bap>tize people who believed the teaching. In Acts. 2 :38 the Lordi
teaches that repentance
must come before baptism. This excludes infants fo r they cannot Ile taught; they cannot believe,
and they cannot repent. Are they sin ners before they know
their right hand from their left? If so, then God would have
said to baptize them, and since he did not, we can be sure they
are no t sinners. Infants do not need to be saved for they are
not lost. T hey are safe -S-A-F-Euntil they are old enough to
know right from wro n g . When they are of sufficient age to be
taught God's word, believe fn Christ, and repent of their sins
they are held accountable unto the Lord . Some quote Christ's
statement,
"Suffer little children to come unto me," as proof
they needed baptism.
He was blessing
children;
not bap,tizing them. Philip Schaff, one of th e world's foremost church
histori ans, says, "Christ, who is the truth, blessed unbaptized
infa nts, and declare:
'To such belongs the kingdom of heaven ,'" (Page 255, Volhme II, A History of the Christian Church) .
If infant baptism became un rversa l practice and all people were
baptized in infancy, Christ command
to baptize
believers
could not be obeyed. The Lord's word would be rendered nuU
and vo id by an nnscriptural
practice of men.
Infants are not born guilty of sin for the Lord says that
people "are all gone asid e; they are tor,ether become filthy,
(Psa. 14:3). If tiny babies were born filthy this verse should
read "they are become filthier." The Lord settles the matter
for he says we go aside and become filthy. Since this is true we
certainly were not born that way.
A statement
of David is sometimes used to prove that we
are sinners at birth. The Psalmist said, "Behold, I was shapen
in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me," (Psa. 51:
5). _In this passage David does not sa_Y a word about his being
a smner when he was born. He ment10ns the act of conception
before he even had a being and he said, "in si·n did my mother
conceive me.'' His mother 's act that led to his conception was
sinful. David said, "my sin is ever before me," (Psa. 51:3) and
as he thought of his own sin he reluctantly
recalled his own
mother's sin in conceiving him. No man can prove by David
that tiny infants are depraved at birth.

When David 's lit tle boy died at the age of seven days he
said, "wheref?re should I fast? can I bring him back again? I
shal! go to him: but he shall not return to me," (2 Sam. 12: 23)
David was inspired by the Spirit of God but it never curred
to hi~ that his son was born a sinner, eve'n though the boy was
conceived out of wedlock. David knew the child was pure and
so he longed to go where the child went! The Psalmist of Israel
could say with the poet:
"Little children, flowers from heaven,
Strewn on earth by God's own hand,
Earnest emb lems t o us given,
From the fields of angel-land!"
Those who teach that infants are born sinners
Romans 5: 19 to prove their position. In this passage

quote
Paul
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many were ma~:
said, "For as by one man's disobedience
sinners
so by the obedience
of one shall many be :a~'s
irighteo~s." Notice carefully that. Paul says that byob~dience
,disobedience m11ny wer e made -~I~~ers, a~i t:uihf s teaching
of Christ many weTe made ri;g eous.
's sin he
that everyone was born a sinner because of Adam
f
is also teaching that everyon_e ~s bo:n ri g1},teous . bec aus ~ ~f
Christ's obedience. !friends this 1s umversahsm.
Tne ~rut
.
the matter is that sin entered the world through Ada~ s tri_;tsd
·
d
person be co mes a sinner when h e sins.
n
:r:::~~~~n:~
~nt~red the world throbugh t~hris~~~
:and we become righteous when we o ey
e w1

irei~e:t~~

Some may ask, "If people are ~ot born_ guilty of origin'.11
·
h do all sin?" In answering tlus quest10n I a sk, vVhy did
~~a:i :nd Eve si~? They were not born si1:ners. They were
created in the image of God, and yet they 1:mned. They w.:[ ~
tempted and they fell. 'Today the same thmg happen!< f 11·
Bible says a man is tempted when he is drawn_ awa;v o . 1s
own lust and enticed. Then when lu st hath conceived it brmgi
forth sin. Adam sinned because he chos_e to d<? so. Hef was
forced into the act, but he committed it of lus own ree WI f .
The Lord says all men die in Adam, (1 Cor. 15:22). We su ·
fer physical death be cause of sin which entered the wo[~d
through Adam's transgression.
But the Lord does not say . e
human race died spiritually
in Adam,. and becam~ !smlty
of his sin. Tke guilt of his sin was not laid upon ~s. S~n IS _the
J>ersonal transgression
of God's law; not somethmg mhented
from Adam.
The Lord says that "e ac h one of us shall give account of
himself to God ," (Rom. 14:12). Paul ~aid, "For we must all
appear before the judgm ent seat of Christ; ~hat every one may
receive the things done in his body, accordmg to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad," (II Cor. 5:10) .. These pas sages teach that we are respo nsible for our own sms, and not
the sin of our parents.

~fr

Friends of mine before I would believe babies are born
sinners the Bible w~uld have to declare it in unmi~t akeable
terms. rt is s tra nge that men can believe it sine~ the Bible d~es
not say we are born sinners. The advocates of mfant depravity
quote · scri])tures which show the baneful i:1flue1;1ce of A_dam's
sin upon the r ace, but no t one says in fants 1nhent the gmlt of
his :3in. Let us stay with what the Lord actu~lly says, and not
read anything into his word .. Men w~o claim. to be doctors
of theology m ay affairm that little _babies :;re smn~rs, ~mt you
will seldom find a moth er who will say 1t. Nothmg 1s more
precious than a little child. In the Old Te stament God sars,
"And a little child shall lead them." As we look at th~ pu_nty
and innocence of these small ones we are refreshed an d mspired
to live a more noble life. Little children are teachable, trustful and innocent.
In that great day when God makes _up his jewel~ all ?hildren who have been plucked in the buddmg years of hfe will be
in the number for they have died without sin.
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Truly we could ask in the words of the poet "Who would not be an infant now,
To breath an infant's prayer?
0 manhood! could thy spirit kneel
Beside that sunny child,
And fondly pray , a nd purely feel,
With soul as undefiled.
That moment would encircle thee,
With light and love divine;
Thy gaze might dwell on Deity,
And heaven itself be thine."
To all in this vast audience who are not children of God
may I remind you that Jesus said, "except ye be converted
a nd become as little children, ye sh a ll not enter the kingdom
of heaven. W h osoever ther efore shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heav<en"
_(Matt. 18: 3, 4). The. Lord requires us to be humble for humility
1s the way of ob edience. P a ul says Christ "humbled himself
and bec a me obedient unto de a th, ev en the death of the cross.:
(P_hil. 2:8) .. If Ch rist , the Son of God, humbled himself to the
pomt of dymg upon the cruel cross, will you not humble yourself _enough to obey the Lord when he said, "Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins?" (Acts 2:38). If you trust your heavenly
Father as a little child trusts its earthly father you will "Repent ... and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out
when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of
the Lord," (Acts 3:19).

By James b. Willeford

July 26, 195!

When Milt011 looked over the religious world with its wat-r.ing factions and ;great confusion he described it as ~
"A imiverslll
hubbub
wild
Of stunning sounds and
Voices all confused."
Bis words are a graphic descri"ption, and a deserved in•
dictment of the religious division we see on every hand. The
result of a divided Christendom is an unbelieving world.
Many people excuse religious division by suggesting
that
"We can not see alike, and hence we are compelled to be divided." This excuse sounds quite convincing because it has
just enough truth in it to be misleading. It is true that we do
not see alike but is this proof that we cannot see alike? If God
did not make us so we can see alike why did he require, in the
most positive terms, that we avoid all religious division? By
divine inspiration
Paul said to the Christians
in Corinth, "I
beseech you, brethren,
through the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you," (Cor. 1:10). Why did the apostle beg
Christians to speak the same thing if such is impossible? Paul
could well beg for unity "through the name of .our Lord Jesus
Christ" because the Lord himself prayed for unity. He said to
his Father "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
"Which shall believe on me through their word; That they all
may be one; as thou, Father art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us; that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me," (John 17:20, 21). In the ·se two passages of scrip •
ture there are two solemn requirements:
First, that there be
' 'no divisions among" Christians,
and, second, that they "all
Speak the same thing."
These direct commands for unity bring us face to face with
one of two conclusions:
either Christians can be one and ail
speak the same thing, or God requires or them an impossibility.
We must face these conclusions without evasion. I am sure that
no believer in the Bible will conclude that Ood requires the
impossible of us.
As one searches the pages of God's written word, and then
looks out upon the divided religious world he is convinced that
men are not divided over what is in thli 'Bible, but 0vei' what 1-s
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statement
can be de~
pra ct ice s of the day

There is one divine rule which, if foilowed, will settle our
re ligio us differences , and unite us in Christ's name. This rule
Is set forth by the Lord in three passages of scripture. Moses
sai d to the Israeli t@, "The sec r et things belong auto Jehovah
our God; but the things that are revealed belo ng to us and to
our children forever ," (Derrt. 29 : 29). This scr ip ture divides the
things of God into two classes : "the secret thing s" and "the
things that are revealed," and the Lord distinctly tells us that
t he revea led things belong
to u s, but secret things belong to
God. In writing to Timothy, a young gospel preacher , P a ul said ,
" I ch arge th ee t h erefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ ,
. . . preach t h e word," (2 Ti m . 4 : 1, 2) . We are to preach the
things God h as revealed. Th en as Chri s t closed the New Testament h e instructed J ohn to say, "I testify un t o ever y man that
heareth the words of the prophecy of this boo k , if any man
sh a ll add unt o these things, God sh a ll add un to him the pla gues that are written in this book: And if any man shall t a k e
away from th e words of the book of this prophecy, God shall
take away his part out of the book of life, an d out of the holy
cit y, and from the things which are written in this book ,"
(Rev. 22: 18, 19). The word of God must be left precisely a s
God left it , and it must be preache d without add ition, without
sub traction and wit hout modification. Thi s divine rule of unity
necessarily
confines so with in the limits of a "t hus saith the
Lord" in a ll our religious t each in g.
In studying t he Bi bl e we see t hat follo wing this divin e rule
brings unity, and that ig n oring it brings di v ision.
John said, "There was a man of t he Pharisees.
named
Nico demu s , a ruler of the J ews . The same came to Jesus by
night," (John 3: 1, 2). Did Nicodemus come to Christ by night?
E veryo ne sa y s , "Yes." W h y is there perfect agreeme nt in answering t h is question? Because it is one of the re ve aled things
of God. The Lord says he came to Jes u s by ni ght. "But w hy
did h e come by night?" No one knows! Why? Beca use that is
on e of the secr et thin gs of God. If the Lord h a d wanted us to
know he wou ld have r evea led the rea son . As lon g a s we say
Nicode mus approached Christ at nig ht we h ave perfect unity
but when we beg in giving our opinions as to why he came by
night we start dividing.
In writ ing to the Corint hi an Ch r istians P a ul said "There
was g iven to m e a thorn in the flesh, a messenger ~f Sa tan
to buffet .me. th at I shoul d not be exa lted overmuch ," (Cor.12 : 7).
If I were to ask a million believers in the Bible "Did Paul have
a tho rn in the fles h ?", I wo u ld get ju st one a n swe r, "Yes ."
Why ? Because the word of God says Paul had a thorn in the
fle sh and a ll accept what it says . It is not the op inion of any-

body. but plainly what the word of God states. But wh a t was
the thorn? If we were all content to stick with the re vea led
word of God there w ould be on e answer, "We do not kn ow."
JBut instead of stopping wher e the Bible stops men us u a lly set
forth the ir opinions . One says it was sore eyes; ano t her says
it was deaf ness, a nd still ano the r says it was hear t t r oub le.
When men are asked if Paul had a thorn in the fles h they
giv e one answ er , but when they a r e asked what the thor n
was, they are di vided. Why the difference?
Because they
followed the divine rule in th e one case, and did not fo ll ow it
in the other. God's word says there was given to P a ul "a
thorn in the fles h ," but it does not sa y wh at the th orn was.
This is another of "the secret th in gs" which "belo ng unto
Jehovah,"
and m en should not attempt to say what it was .
We s hould spe a k wha t God's word says, stop where God 's word
stops, ad d noth ing to it and take nothing from it .
As we stated earHer in this lesso n , religious peop le are
not divided over what is in the Bible, but what is outside of
it. Le t us ta ke the act performed fo r baptism as an exa mple of
what we mean. When one reads the New Tes ta m ent he learns
t h at bapt ism was a "bu rial'! a nd a "res urr ection." (Ro m. 6:3 ,
4; Col. 2: 12). Th e Lord says peop le "went down into the
water," their "bodies w ere washed," a nd "t hey came up ou t of
t h e water." Every r el igi ou s group in ex iste n ce read ily ackn owle dges tha t immer sio n is script ura l baptism . Why is there
unity on this po int ? We h ave harmony here be ca use im mer sion is one of t he revealed things of God, and ther e is no
doub t about it b eing script ural. Whe n we ask why religious
people practice sprinkli ng and pour in g for baptis m, we h ear
a multitu de of opinions . Some say "sprinkling
is mo r e conv,enient," others say "it is cleaner," and sti ll othe rs say "we
li ke it ." The entire Christian world ack no wledges that a buri a l
in water is s cr iptural b aptism, but it is divided over spr in kling and pouring. Why is th ere division over spr inkli n g an d
pourin g? Because they are not revealed.
They are ou ts id e
the Bible; an d it is ove r the thi n gs which are outs ide th e
Bible th at we h ave division.
Let us ag a in test God's r ule of unity by ask ing, "Who
should b e baptized ?" When we rea d the New Tes ta me n t we
lear n t ha t penitent b eliev ers were baptized . Chris t sa id "He
that beli eveth a nd is ba ptized sha ll be savied," (Mk . 16:16).
And P et er commanded
believe rs to "Repent an d b e baptized
. .. for th e re mission of sins," (Ac ts 2: 38) . No one calls in
question the baptism of penitent believe r s, but on the baptism
of infants , t h ere is wide spread divis ion. Why is there unity
on th e one, but div ision on the other? Bec aus e the one is
in the Bible, and t h e other is not . There a r e numero us examples of the ba p tism of penit ent believe r s recor ded in the
New Tes ta ment, but not a solit a ry examp le of infan t baptism.
In testing God 's r ul e of unity we ask, "What kin d of an
or ga ni zatio n should t he chu r ch have?" · Th e question ca n be
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settled
from the New Testament
the organization
left by
Christ. When we study the things God has revealed we find
that each church had elders to oversee it, (Acts 14: 23). The
elders were to feed the word of God to the congregation,
(Acts
20:28). In the New Testament
congregations,
there were deacons whose duty it was to help the elders, and to look after the
needy. Christ was the head of the church, (Eph. 1:22, 23). The
elders were the overseers
of local congregations,
~nd the
deacons were helpers. This was the permanent
organization
of the Lord's congregations . On the scriptural
organization
of
the church we can unite because this is one of the revealed
things of God. But when we go beyond this simple and scripltural organization
w e find men justifying
their unscriptural
organizations
by their opinions. And division is the result.
We are not divided over what is in the Bible, but over what
is outside of it!
If God's rule of unity were applied to some of the preaching done on prophecy, it wou ld help the divided state
of
Christendom . While it is true that the prophecies of the Old
Testament were fulfilled in the coming of Christ and his Kingdom, there are prophecies in the New Testament yet to be fulfilled. Some of these we may understand
perfectly, but others
we may not understand
fully until they are fulfilled. The Lord
will fulfill them at the right time and in the right way without our speculating
about them. If we will teach the prophecies precisely as God spoke them throug~ his prophets,
and leave their fulfillment to the Lord, all will be well. On
this basis we have unity because we are speaking only the
thing God has rev ealed . When we teach our opinions on the
fulfillment
of prophecy we are sowing the seeds of relig ious
division.

Let us bear in mind that the revealed things belong unto
us but the secret things belong to Jehovah. One of the things
G~d reveals in the New Testament
is the way of forgiveness.
The Father sent his Son to teach us the way that we may
have life . We can rely on the word of Christ because he
knew every step of the way we must take to reach our heavenly home .
The story is told of a man traveling in a distant country.
His journ ey led over high mountains and he sought a guide
who could direct him. One man offered his services as a guide,
and th e traveler asked him, "Have you been to the village
where I wish to go?" . The man replied, "No, but I have been
part of the way, and I have heard others talk about the rest of
of the way." The travel er answered, "You will not do." An other man came and off ered his servi ces as a guide. The
tra ve ler ask ed him too, "' Have you be en to the village where
I wi sh to go?" Th e man replied, "No, but I have been to the
top of the mountain
and have look ed at the village." The
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traveler said, "You will not do. " A third man ca me and offered to guide the trav eler t o hi s d estination . He was asked the
same question, "Have you been t o the village wh ere I wish
to go?" And he answ e r ed, "Sir, the viillage to whi ch you are
going is my home." The tra v eler took thi s m an a s his guide
at once, for he wanted someone who had gone the wh ole way,"
(from The Pulpit, Jan., 1950).
Friends, the Son of God knows the way to H ea ven, and
He requires that we accept his w ord and obey it . H e says we
must beli eve in Him, repent of our sins and be bur ied with
him by baptism for the forgiveness
of our past sins, (Mk.
16:16 ; Acts 2:38). Why should w e acc ept a guide to lead us
who su ggests that we stop at fa ith? The Lord di d not stop
there! He commanded
us to complete our obedien ce by repenting and being baptized. Let us follow the Son of God for
the land to which we want to go is his home.

Financial Statemevt
July,

1953

R E CE IPTS:
Pl edge s
Contributions
T ra n sc ripti ons
Tract Fund
Tot a l re ceip t s for

July,

$25,124.56
5,258.99
435.00
34.50
1953

$30,853.05

E XPENDITURES:
,
Ex pe nses:
Tape record in g
Publi city
Ma il R oom Expe nse
St a m ps
T rav el
·w a ges
In sur a n ce
R ent
Office Sup pli es
P r inting
Utilities
T e l. & Tel.
Mi sc .
S. S . Tax es

....$1,013.95
102.00
11.12
286.62
9~.48
2,929.41
59.78
150.00
49.43
493.20
.. .......23.97
175.05
7.99
....... 31.90

5,427.96

B r oad cas ti ng

24,535.89

Tot a l expe n ses
Other exp enditures
Furn. & Fi x tures

29,963.79

Total

exp enditures

128.70
for July , 1953

Re ceipts exceed exp enditures

$30,092.4!1
760.56

Page 30

I

l

_I

~-

l_?,/

1,,:

_(·~: ...,";·~,, .u
-'...AV,l/i•j)_ll,,

C,;

Cucl,,i~-=
J -01

/-,,

y~ 1/dJiili
-;7~ ;--::_

HERALD

OF TRUTH

/

P. O. Box 1264
ABILENE,

.-

}

/

TEXAS

7

\ ' ' '-- --'TJ
l/1..lv---::::-._
- 1\\~flST-_:JO-:::____COA,ST
-- . /

\\ct~~A8C~ .

f

J(

"

~ \Y

~
POSTMASTER:
FORM 3547 REQUESTED

Sec . 34.66, P. P. & R.

HIG :JLi\~lD CHUK_;i-f OF CHIU~ '''

5TH A~D HIG~LA~D
ABIL E~lE:, TEitAS

.. ! I '.!

RETURN

POSTAGE

GUARANTEED

